The  Nature  of Crowds

anything great or noble that they can feel, and of all
manner of other admirable emotional exhibits. Crowds
are neither good nor evil in the nature of things, but they
may become either the one or the other.

What a crowd can descend to was shown over and over
again in the French Revolution. Their enthusiasm was
even at the service of a Marat. "L'apotheose de ce
"monstre," continues the same writer, "le culte rendu
"a son 'coeur sacre/ expose au Pantheon, est un eclatant
"specimen de la puissance de mutuel aveuglement, de
"mutuelle hallucination, dont les hommes rassembles
"sont capables. Dans cet entralnement irresistible, la
"Mchete a eu sa part, mais bien faible, en somme, et comme
"noyee dans la sinc^rite generale."

If the virtues of a crowd arise from its emotions, their
unmeasured character and the crowd's vices are the
result of a lack of intelligence. As we have said, a crowd
has no brain. It is foolish, therefore, to blame crowds for
what they cannot help. The late Professor S. H. Butcher
wrote: "A democratic society is inclined to do its thinking
"by deputy, if only it is permitted to do its voting indi-
"vidually. It is so easy to think in herds through Com-
"mittees and Sub-Committees and party organisations.
"To exercise the thinking power for its own sake is the
"central idea of Academic studies. Suppress thinking
"and you will be able to suppress freedom itself." That
is, of course, perfectly true, but it is in the nature of
things. A democratic society can no more think than it
can go and study at a University, and the whole busi-
ness of the modern world is to find out how best to do its
thinking for it.
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